Trees for Climate woodland creation proposal - Lamins Plantation, Lamins Lane.
Additional Information for consultees.

Site description
This project is part of Trees for Climate, a programme of woodland creation funded by Defra and
delivered by England's Community Forests.

The proposed woodland creation site (see attached map) is located on the northern boundary of
Nottingham, immediately adjacent to the eastern edge of Bestwood Country Park, approximately 0.5
miles south of Killarney Park at Lamins Lane. There is currently no public access to the site.

The land is owned by Nottinghamshire County Council and leased under an agricultural tenancy. The
land is currently used for horse grazing and comprises close cropped, species poor grassland. The
tenant wishes to change the land-use and to plant a woodland.

The site is bordered by mature, mixed deciduous woodland (part of Bestwood Country Park - a local
wildlife site) to the west and south. There is a Ash / Oak dominated plantation woodland (planted by
the tenant circa 20 years ago) to the north and a well maintained, mainly hawthorn hedge, to the east,
forming a boundary to the adjacent Lamins Lane, a private track but with public access via a footpath.
Overhead powerlines and a telecommunications cable run the length of the hedge. There is gated
access from Lamins Lane at the northern end of the site. The land to the east is predominantly
agricultural, a mix of arable and semi-permanent grassland.

The land slopes gently from a high point at the northern end (which will be retained as a view-point), to
a small, shallow valley in the middle of the site (which will be left un-planted), and slopes gently from
the southern end to the central valley.

The main aim of the project is to establish native broad-leaved woodland that delivers benefits for
wildlife and carbon sequestration. The tenant would like to create the woodland as a legacy,
celebrating his long-term management and stewardship of the land. This will be achieved by new
planting and areas of natural regeneration, linking with, enlarging and increasing the resilience of the
existing Bestwood Country Park woodland. The new woodland will have limited public access* creating

a more resilient habitat and less disturbed area for a range of woodland plants and animals.
*There is extensive public access across the rest of the country park.

The proposal also has a fit with a number of strategic plans for the area including:

Natural England’s Priority Places ‘Sherwood Forest and Mercia Mudwoods’. Natural England are
actively supporting targeted tree planting in their Priority Place areas to help expand and link existing
woodland and hedgerow.

Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines: Sherwood Region - Forest Sandlands which includes
recommendations for conserving and restoring areas of heathland and semi-natural oak woodland -
“opportunities should be identified for creating new areas of semi-natural woodland. The best areas to
target would be those adjacent to existing sites”.

Scheme Design - (see attached Lamins Plantation Woodland Creation plan)

The scheme design comprises a mix native broadleaved tree and shrub planting, areas for natural
regeneration and open space. The gross area is 3.71ha (1.3%ha broadleaf planting, 0.43ha woody
shrubs, 0.48ha natural regeneration and 1.41ha open space)



Woodland establishment will be achieved through a mix of planting and natural regeneration. Two
areas bordering the woodland will be left unplanted to allow for natural regeneration. The broadleaf
tree planting will be fringed with woody shrubs and there is an extensive area of open space bordering
the eastern boundary. The design will create different height and age structures to the woodland and a
varied woodland edge, transitioning from high forest > herbs and ground cover & open ground - to
maximise the opportunities for wildlife.
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The open ground will be managed by annual rotational cutting (after bird nesting season) to ensure a
range of conditions suitable for wild flowers and invertebrates.

Planting Summary

Broadleaf Tree Planting: Species mix to match the adjacent woodland and including: Pedunculate Oak,

Sessile Qak, Silver Birch, Downy Birch, Sweet Chestnut, Rowan, Wild Cherry, Silver Birch, Field Maple
and Wych EIm.

Woody Shrub Planting: Species to include: Hawthorn, Holly, Blackthorn, Hazel.

Protection

The plants will be protected by installing Clippex style deer fencing - to exclude herbivores. This will
stay in-situ until the trees are established and are big enough to resist browsing by herbivores. The
Clippex style fencing will be removed and re-used.

The natural regeneration areas will be monitored. Given the proximity of the adjacent woodland and
the populations of jays and grey squirrels, it is thought regeneration rates should be sufficient.

Maintenance & management

Beat-up planting in year 1 & 2

Weed control by use of mulch mats and occasional herbicide application if required - until trees
established

Annual Inter-row cut, as required - until trees established.

Open ground - rotational cutting (3-year rotation) to create a mosaic of cut / un-cut areas.

The scheme will be delivered by a commercial planting contractor, and maintained by the tenant, to an
approved specification.



Background Checks / Desk Top Assessment, Site Surveys and Consultation

Relevant Forestry Commission LIS and Natural England MAGIC map searches have been undertaken as
well as consultation with Natural England - TAPD officer (who support the proposals), Nottinghamshire
Biological and Geological Records Centre, Nottinghamshire County Council Historic Environment Team,
Bestwood Country Park site managers and utilities providers. We will also inform local partners about
the proposals, including: NCC Division Councillor, Friends of Bestwood Country Park, and Bestwood and
St Albans Parish Council.

The site was subject to a breeding bird walkover survey on 2 dates - 25" May 2024 and 18" June 2024,
to check for the presence of breeding, ground nesting birds. None were observed, probably due to
unfavourable conditions - disturbance from horses / horse owners and the pronounced predator
shadow from the adjacent mature woodland.

A walkover survey was also undertaken on 15™ October 2024, 11" November 2024 and 2™ December
2024 to check for the presence of waxcap fungi. None were observed.
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