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Rob Carlyle writes > Having been
chair of the Friends of Bestwood
Country Park group since 2017, |
stand down as chair at our AGM in
July 2023.

What a time it's been! And what a lot
of meetings, emails, letters, phone
calls and conversations...

I’'m so proud of the success of our
Dynamo House Café, our Winding
Engine House tours, our regular
walks programme, our Wildlife
group, our Heritage group and our
Dynamo magazine.

Our Darling Buds of May event this
year was a great success.

We’ve improved our “messaging”
through Facebook, Twitter and our
website (currently being refreshed).
Our information hub delivers news of
our group events to nearly two
hundred inboxes.

We've played a key part in
pushing forward the Bestwood
Country Park Development Group
which brings councillors and Park
users together to create a shared
vision for the future of our Park.

There’s a whole lotta stuff
happ'nin'!!

... And that’s due to all those
volunteers who play a part in the
Friends of Bestwood Country Park.

@ www.fbcp.org.uk
B4 info@fbcp.org.uk

From me a heartfelt thanks to all
those who give their time so
generously for the good of our
wonderful Park.

Thanks team.

Oh, and there’s room for more help.
Email info@fbcp.org.uk or speak to

us! Rob

1 the IWIII!I IS €4Sy The Darling Buds of May

Carol Hart writes > \What a
celebration it was! And once again a
real success. Following months of
planning in conjunction with the
Greenwood Team at NCC we were
able to hold a true family event
starting with a BYO picnic; the
weather was perfect.

Bethany Cooke and Bestwood Male
Voice Choir provided music whilst we
enjoyed our lunch, supplemented with
refreshments from our ever popular
Dynamo House Café.

A hugely popular plant stall helped
raise funds for the event, and Andy
Callow and Ben Middleton hosted a
Gardeners’ Question Time focussing
on gardening for wildlife.

Our volunteers gave tours of the
Winding Engine House, and our
Heritage Group and Wildlife Group
mounted displays.

Wildlife itself was represented by
Nuncargate Bees and Sophie’s
Ponies, and we enjoyed an exciting
bug hunt and nature-themed crafts,

Accomplished storyteller, Pete
Sturgess, had his audience
spellbound with his original tales,
being able to incorporate our Peter
the Pit Pony story into his. Magic!

L

Thank you for a briliant day today, for me and my daugnter especilly the plant
stall, we definitely came home happy xx

From Kings to coal. For people. For wildlife.




WHAT WILDLIFE IS IN THE PARK?

Alan Green writes > The Park is full
of wonderful natural habitats and
wildlife. We are looking at ways to
share and celebrate what is in the
Park to a wider audience. The FoBCP
Wildlife Group is taking part in the UK
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme to report
sightings this summer, and several
members upload sightings of all
wildlife in the Park in iRecord, which is
a national database of habitat
information.

However, this is quite formal and
techie — so we’re trialling ways to
present “what is in the Park” and daily
sightings in an easier, more
accessible way that will appeal to all
Park visitors. We're starting with a
website. It's early days, we’re still
trying to determine what level of
information is useful, and how we
should display it. To see our progress
so far, go to:

https://cranmorecls.uk/fobcp-wg/
recent-sightings/

WALKS

Jill Carlyle writes > Our 2023 walks
programme got itself off to a brisk
start. Eighty-three people enjoyed four
bird walks, one insect walk and one
yoga walk.

From Kkings to coal. For people. For wildlife.

(To placate our disbelieving editor, let
me say the photo above shows a
flowing sequence borrowed from
gigong - “the moon has gone
missing”!)

Fresh air. A gentle walk. All free. All
enjoyed. All ending with cake (if
there’s any left).

Thanks to Carl, Hayley, Adrian and
Mike for leading.

Bird and fungi walks lined up.To find
out more, email info@fbcp.org.uk

BIRD AND WILDLIFE WALKS

Carl Cornish, RSPB Conservation
Officer writes > Local volunteer
Hayley Sears and | have been leading
popular Saturday morning bird walks
once a month. These informal walks
are an excellent way to learn more
about the birdlife of the Country Park
and Mill Lakes, meet people, and
enjoy a coffee and a cake in the
Dynamo House afterwards.

Adrian discusses tob tios for sveeli«

For a change, on the June walk,
professional ecologist, Adrian Dutton
joined us to look for insects on a
warm, sunny Saturday morning. He
explained survey methods and we all
saw many new insects in the

grasslands and bushes. Species with
names such as Tortoise Shieldbug
and Bishop’s Mitre Shieldbug, Bird’s-
foot Weevil, Common Malachite
Beetle, and Violet Black-legged
Robber Fly!

More familiar were the butterflies, with
several Common Blues and Small
Heaths on the pit top and, excitingly, a
Dingy Skipper! Dingy by name and
colour - but it was special to see this
scarce Notts species with its skipping
flight over an area of Bird’s-foot
Trefoil, its caterpillar food plant.

HERITAGE GROUP

Sue Simpson writes > The FoBCP
Heritage Group, have met several
times already this year, and with a
regular set of contributors have
recently started developing two
themes from the vast wealth of
knowledge and information that group
members have bought to the forum.

The group’s main aim is to ensure that
the history of the Park and the village
is preserved. Equally though, we want
to “spread the word” and create
enjoyable activities around the local
history.

Firstly, we will be arranging a series of
walks. These will be centred on the
industry, historical events and people
connected with the Park and village.

Secondly, we will be celebrating
women's roles in the mining industry
in Bestwood Village and the
surrounding collieries.

The group will also be organising
visits to other local historical sites and

inviting speakers to meetings and
events to present stories connected
with the Park and its people.

A date for your diary: we are visiting
the National Coal Mining Museum for
England at Caphouse Colliery near
Wakefield on Friday, 28th July.

We are also planning Heritage walks
in Bestwood Village; the Arboretum /
St Mark’s Church / Lodge; and the
Lakes / Forge Mill.

If you would like to be involved in any
of these activities, or have other
contributions to make, please come
along to our next meeting on 11th July
at 7pm at the Bestwood Lodge Hotel
NG5 8HT. Or email us at
info@fbcp.org.uk

OUR WINDING ENGINE IS UNIQUE!

Friends of Bestwood Country Park ‘F
BESTWOOD WINDING
ENGINE HOUSE

WOULD YOU LIKE TO:

+ De something new
* Moot new pecole

« Brng history 10 Iie

+ Share your passien

« Dffer what you're good &
= Leam newthings

THEN PLEASE VOLUNTEER WITH LS, THE
FRIENDS CF BESTWOOD COUNTRY PARK

FREE TEA AND CAKE; TRAINING PROVIDED E E
NO PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NEEDED TO FIND OUT MORE CONTACT: &

info@fbep.ory.uk
SATURDAY MORNINGS 10-12noon @fhep.ory

Bob Gow writes > The winding
engine was built and installed in 1886
following completion of shaft sinking
to 440 yards over 4 years. It is the
only twin cylinder double acting
vertical engine on its original site: it's
a unique piece of industrial heritage.

The BBC’s “Bargain Hunt” contacted
us in July 2022, and we agreed for the
director and a small team to visit in

From kings to coal. For people. For wildlife.




early August to check the site. Later
that month, the director returned with
a production crew - and Eric Knowles!
Videoing took place over 3 hours, at
the end of which - with skilful directing
and editing - a 5-minute “interlude”
piece was produced.

The BBC team were very kind and
helpful, and we were all pleased with
the result. The interview with Eric
went well and he seemed to enjoy
seeing the Victorian technology, and
operating the engine.

WALK AND TALK

Helen Mitchem writes > Do you feel
(or has it been suggested) that you'd
like to get a bit more active?

Would you like to be part of a small
social group who meet for a free
cuppa and a chat once a month?

Would you like to explore your local
area but haven’t done much exploring
recently?

Or do you know someone who might
answer “yes” to some of these
questions?

Then maybe the new “Walk and Talk”
health walk scheme in the Park could
be something for you to consider
joining.

We meet each month at the Dynamo
House at 10am on the 2nd Tuesday:
so July 11th, August 8th, September
12th and so on. We undertake a
gentle walk that meets the needs of all
the group members and return to the
building for a drink.

The walks are nothing too strenuous
but a good opportunity to get out of
the house, build up your strength and
potentially reduce blood pressure and
anxiety through a gentle walk in our
fabulous green- space with a friendly
group.

Email info@fbcp.org.uk to book your
place.

MAJOR OAK WOODLAND
FESTIVAL

Margret Vince writes > Bestwood
Country Park is the southern-most
area of the ancient forest of
Sherwood, and on June 17-18, our
volunteer-run Dynamo House café
travelled to the heart of the forest to
set up a stall at the Major Oak
Woodland Festival.

-

Donna, Jim and
Margret camped
out under the oak
trees, grateful for
the tree cover
during the hot
weather. No-one
minded that
baking is not
exactly a
woodland craft,
and our home-
made cake helped to spread the
renown of our big, beautiful Park.

Many thanks to all our volunteer
bakers for their extra work for this
event.

ROB CARLYLE - THE END OF AN
ERA

Margret Vince writes > It is with
gnashing of teeth and wailing that we
say farewell to our dynamic chairman
of recent years, Rob Carlyle.

Under his chairmanship, Friends of
Bestwood Country Park have
achieved so
much — see
the front page
for some
details. Rob’s
inimitable
abilities to
encourage,
cajole, and
bring out the
best in
people,
always with
great humour, have been much
appreciated by all. We particularly
admire his skill at herding cats!

We are grateful that, through his
excellent abilities to communicate with
anyone and everyone, Rob has

o ailat

ensured that a wider audience gets to
hear about what Bestwood Country
Park and its volunteers have to offer.

Rob plans to move on to other
projects and interests (I would say
“spend more time with his family”, but
that phrase has so many negative
connotations!).

But we are sure that he will still have
time for the Park, its people and its
flora and fauna. So maybe not
“‘goodbye”, Rob, but an affectionate
and appreciative “Auf Wiedersehen”.

Photo credits: Rob Carlyle, Carl Cornish,
Gill Grievson, Wendy Jane Hadfield,
Carol Hart, BBC.

This edition of The Dynamo has been
supported financially by the A W Lymn
Centenary Foundation.

A W Lymn was formed in 1907, and as
part of centenary celebrations in 2007,
the Directors formed a charitable trust
(the A W Lymn Centenary Foundation)
which is designed to give back to the local
community and surrounding area
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Editor David Heathcote



